Department of Physics
PHYS 260 - Sects 0201-0206 -  Spring 2013         UMCPPRIVATE 

Instructor:
R.F. Ellis



Room 1201N Energy Research Bldg., Phone x57369


Email : rfellis@umd.edu



Office Hours: TBA
TAS : 

TBA 
Schedule :
Lectures :
Tues and Thurs 12:30 – 1:45 pm Room 1412


Recitations : 
 See Testudo for the time and location of your recitation
Text:

Physics for Scientists and Engineers,3rd Edition, by R.D.Knight Full textbook or Volumes 2,3,4
Course Description:  The second semester of a three semester sequence in introductory physics.  The subjects covered are 1) heat, and thermodynamics (chaps 16-19), 2) waves (chaps 20-22), 3) electricity thru resistor circuits (chap 26-32). Note all chapters will not be covered in depth.  Laboratory experiments related to the material will be conducted each week.  This is a calculus based sequence and makes extensive use of MATH 140 and 141. We will also use some of the math from MATH 241.  It is not possible to cover all the course material in lecture and students are responsible for the sections assigned in the text. 

Exams:  There will be two exams during the semester and a cumulative final exam. The in class exams will be as follows:  Exam 1-Thursday March 7, Exam 2- Thursday April 18.


Note the final exam will take place during the final exam period and will be a common exam for all sections of PHYS 260. It will be a cumulative exam for the entire semester. 
You must have a valid medical or university reason to miss an exam and get a makeup. If you know that you will miss an exam you must notify me before the exam so we can plan. If you miss an exam due to an emergency let me know as soon as you can by email. You will be allowed one 8.5x11 formula sheet(both sides) for the  two in class exams. This must be handwritten.
Homework: Regular homework will be assigned.  Students are encouraged to work together on homework but each person must submit their own homework and numeric answers will in general not be the same for each student. We will be using Mastering Physics to assign and grade the homework problems on the web.  You must purchase Mastering Physics(with your text) or pay for it online. The following guidelines will apply:
  

Approximately 6 problems will be posted at the website each Monday. Work those problems to completion and submit the answers on the web. You will be informed immediately if your answer is correct or incorrect and will be allowed 4 retrys (a total of 5 attempts). Homework will generally be due one week after the assignment. There will be no homework due the week of an exam but the material will be covered on the exam.
Laboratories: See lab manual for P261 describing laboratory schedule and grading. Your lab score will be folded into your lecture score and you will receive the same grade for P260 and P261.
Recitations:  Recitations meet once a week for the purpose of discussing homework problems and reviewing important concepts from the lectures
Bulletin Board: Please check every class day. I will communicate important information there or post solutions. I will also use email extensively.
Grade:  Your grade will be based on the following components:

Two In Class Exams(equally weighted) 
35%

Final Exam



25%

Quizzes




15%



Laboratories(from P261)


25%



All grades are subject to "curving" and there is no set correspondence between numbers and letters.  In general, a letter grade is only associated with the final course grade, but I can provide you an estimate of how I think you are doing, if requested. You must complete P261 to get credit for P260. 
