November 30, 2015 Physics 131

B Theme Music: Blondie

Prof. E. F. Redish

Atomic
H Cartoon: Jef Mallett
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The Equation
f | [of the Day

Force from
potential energy

4t
dx

F=-VU
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Foothold 1deas:
Energies between charge clusters

b

B Atoms and molecules are made up of charges.*™
B The potential energy between two charges 1s

peee = k@0, No vectors!
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B The potential energy between many charges 1s
N kOO,
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If we have a complicated potential energy g
—and a mass at rest 1n 1t — can we tell :

where 1t will go when released?

How do you know?
What are the conditions under which this works?
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