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Force from 
potential energy 
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Foothold ideas: 
Energies between charge clusters 
■ Atoms and molecules are made up of charges. 
■ The potential energy between two charges is 

■   The potential energy between many charges is 
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If we have a complicated potential energy 
– and a mass at rest in it – can we tell 
where it will go when released? 
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How do you know? 
What are the conditions under which this works? 


